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by a power essential to its nature it can (being once
put in motion) go on in a straight line, and when it
is put out of one straight line it can go on in another,
though in a quite different direction. Now of this so
extraordinary property of a passive and inert substance
I demand a proof, which Philosophy certainly does not
furnish, but the contrary; and therefore, if it is to be
proved, it must be by some principle of Geometry or
Mechanics to me unknown.

Such a proof a priori I have not heard pretended by
any of the Newtonians; but, say they, it Is proved by
fact, and experiments; for a body being once set in
motion in a straight line will continue in that motion for
ever.

To this I answer, imo> that the experiment only applies
to motion begun by bodily impulse, not to motion begun
by mind; with respect to which experience proves quite
the contrary, viz. that the motion ceases as soon as the
energising power ceases. 2do Even when the motion is
produced by bodily impulse, it is begging the question to
suppose that it goes on by a vis insita; for I say it is
carried on by mind. But 3tio- the experiment can only apply
to motion once begun in a straight line, in which case the
Newtonians say that the rectilineal motion being once
impressed upon the body, and its being once in that
state of motion as they express it, this original impression
still remains, although by some other force the body
may be moved in a different direction, and therefore
when that force ceases, the body returns to its first state
of motion.

This is the Newtonian notion of a vis insita fairly
stated, and I think it clearly applies only to the case of
a motion begun in a straight line, to which certainly the
experiments only apply. But suppose the motion to be
begun in a circle, or any other curve, by what reasoning,gin to move
